AMENDED IN SENATE MAY 28, 2013
AMENDED IN SENATE APRIL 11, 2013

SENATE BILL No. 672

Introduced by Senator Leno

February 22, 2013

An act to add Section 18901.1 to the Welfare and I nstitutions Code,
relating to CalFresh.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 672, as amended, Leno. CalFresh: eligibility: guidelines.

Existing federal law providesfor the federal Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAP), under which nutrition assistance benefits
are alocated to each state by the federal government. Under existing
state law, the CalFresh program, California's federal allocation is
distributed to eligible individual s by each county. Existing law requires
that the eligibility of households be determined to the extent permitted
by federal law, and requires the State Department of Social Servicesto
establish aprogram of categorical eligibility for CalFresh in accordance
with federal law. Existing law requires each county welfare department
to carry out the local administrative responsibilities of this program,
subject to the supervision of the department and to rules and regulations
adopted by the department

This bill would require the department to issue guidance to simplify
the verification of-earnecHneeme-ane dependent car

expense deductions necessary to determine eligibility for, or

the beneflt Ievel of Cal Fresh to the extent permltted by federal law.
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The bill Would requwethat the
guidance establish that dependent care expenses shall be considered
verified upon receipt of a self-certified statement of monthly expenses,
unless federal law requires, or the county human services agency
requests addltlonal documentatlon asspecmed

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: ¥yes-no.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. It istheintent of the Legislature to support an
increase in Cal Fresh benefits for low-income working families by
using state options, including the option provided in Section 273.2
of Title 7 of the Code of Federal Regulations, to increase eligibility
for fam| lies by simplifyi ng the ver|f| cation of dependent careahd
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11 eligibiity-or-benefittevelfor-CalFresh expenses.
12 SEC. 2. Section 18901.1 is added to the Welfare and
13 Institutions Code, to read:

14 18901.1. (a) Thedepartment shall issue guidanceto simplify
15 the verification of-earnecHneome-and dependent care—feepumeses
16 efverifying expense deductions necessary to determine eligibility
17 for, or the benefit level of, CalFresh, to the extent permitted by
18

federal law. The guidance shall+eguire-al-ef-the folewing:
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{a)—Pependent-establish that dependent care expenses shall be
considered verified upon receipt of a self-certified statement of
monthly apmsesﬂqat—mdttdﬁhe#edeml—ta)epayeHdeﬂﬂﬂeaﬁeﬂ
aHewed-by-federa-Haw, unlessfederal IaW or gwdance requw%
additional documentation.

(b) This section shall not preclude the county human services
agency from requesting additional documentation to verify a
dependent care expense deduction if the verification received is
guestionable.
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